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A very good Affortment of STATIONARY, 


F Including ; 
WRITING PAPER of every kind, 


From one to twelve Shillings per Quire. 


CHILDREN’s BOOKS. 
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deliver the fame at his ufual places of receiving them, as he cannot receive thofe 
articles unlefs they are delivered immediately. 
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faid Store. 
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THE 


[NUMB. XVII. 


WORCESTER MAGAZINE. 


For the frourth Week in Januarp, 17388. 
——— A 


OBJECTIONS to the FEDERAL CONSTITU- 





TION; by his Excellency 


EDMUND RAN- 


DOLPH, Governour of Virginia. 


@ Letter of bis Excellency EDMUND RANDOLPH, Ef 
Confitutton. Addrejed to the Homourable the Speaker of t 


Virginia. 

SIR, 
TE Conftitution, which I inclofed to 

the General Affembly ina late official 
letter, seeets without my fignature. This 
circumftance, although crwia in its own na- 
ture, has been rendered rather important to 
myfelf at leaft, by being mifunderftood b 
fome, ami mifreprefented by others.—As 
difdain to conceal the reafuns for withhold- 
cing my fubfcription, I have always been, 
fill am, and ever thall be, ready to proclaim 
them to the world. To the Legiflature, 
therefore, by whom I was deputed to the 
Federal Convention, 1 beg leave now to ad- 
drefs them 5 affecting no indifference to pub- 
lick opinion, but refolved not to Court it by 
an unmanly facrifice of my own judgment. 

As this explanation will involve a jumma- 
ry, but general review of our Federal Stua- 
tion, you will pardon me, I truft, although 
I fhould tran{grefs the ufua! bounds of a letter. 

Before my departure for the Convention, 
I believed that the Confederation was not 
fo eminently defective, as it had been fup- 
pofed, But after 1 had entered intoa free 
communication with thoit, who were bef 
Informed of the condition and intereft of 
each State ; after Lhad compared the intel- 
ligence derived from. them, with the proper- 
ties which ought to charatterife the Gov- 
ernment of our Union, I became perfuaded, 
that the Confederation was deftitute of every 
energy, which a Conftitution of the United 
States ought to poffefs. 

For the obje€is propofed by its Inftitution 
Were, that it thould be a thield againft foreign 
hoftility, and a firm refort againit domettick 
commotion ; that it fhould cherith trade, 
and promote the profperity of the States un- 
der ats care, 

But thefe are not among the attributes of 
our prefent Union, Severe experitnce un- 
Ser the preflure of war—a ruinous weaknefs, 
mianifefted fince the teturn of peace—and 
the contemptation of thofe dangers, which 
Garken the future profpeét, have condemned 
the hope of grandeur and of fafety under the 
auipices of the Confederation. 

ja the exigencies of war, inderd, tke hif- 


wire, on the Federal 
he Houfe of Delegates, 


Richmond, OSe/er 10, 1737. 


tory of its effects is but thort ; the final! rati- 
fication having been delayed until the begin- 
ning of the year 1781. But howfoever fhort, 
this period is diftinguifhed by melancholy 
teftimonies cf its inability to maintain ia 
harmony the focial intercourfe of the States, 
to defend Congrefs againft encroachments 
on their rights, and to obtain by +* :ifitions 
fupplies to the Fedetal Treafury o: recruits 
to the Federal armies. 1 thal! not attempt 
an enumeration of the particular intances 5 
but leave to your own remembrance and the 
records of Congrefs, the fupport of thefe 
affertions. 

In the feafon of peace too, not many years 
have elapfed ; and yet each of them has pro- 
duced fatal examples of delinguency, and 
fometimes of pointed orpeditiag, to Federal 
duties. To the various remoffrances of 
Congrefs I appeal for a gloomy, but unexag- 

erated narrative of the injuries, which our 
aith, honour, and happineis have futtaincd 
by the failures of the Stacts. 

But thefe evils are paft ; and fome may be 
led by an honeit zeal to conclude, that they 
cannot be repeated. Yes, Sir, they will be 
repeated aslong as the Confederation exitts, 
and will bring with them other miichiefs, 
{pringing from the fame fource, which can- 
not be yet forefeen in their full array ef ter- 
rour. 

If we examine the Conftitutions and laws 
of the feveral States, it is iramediately dif- 
covered thar the Law of Nations is unprovid- 
ed with fan@ions ia many cafes, which deep- 
ly affe€t publick dignity and publick juftice. 
The jetcer, however, of the Confederation 
dots not permit Congrefs to remedy thefe 
defects, and fuch an authority, although ev- 
idently deducible from its fpirit, cannot, 
without a violation ofthe iecond artic e, be 
afflumed. Is it not a political phenomenon, 
that the head of the Confederacy Mould be 
doomed to be plunged into war, from its 
wretched impotency to check offerces sgaing 
this law; and fentenced to witnels in unad 
Vailing anguifh the infraction of their en- 
g2gcments te orsign Severeigns ? 
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the only grievous point 
And yet this is fot 

of Seakneth After a war thall be inevitable, 
the requifitions of Congrefs for quotas of men 
or money, will again prove unproduftive and 


fallacious. Two caufes will always con- 
{pire to this baneful confequence. 
1. No Governmeéntjean be. ftable. 
hangs on human inclination alone, p 
my fear of coercion d and 2. From 
t 


ates bound to pro- 
j and 


very connexion between 
ttionate ‘contributions, je 
Fafpicions naturally arife, which at leaft chill 
the ardour, if they do not excite the mfur- 
sours of the whole. I do not forget indeed, 
that by one fudden impulfe our part of the 
American continent has been th into 
a military pofture, and that in the earlier 
anna!s of the war, our armies marched to 
the field on the mere recommendations of. 
Congrefs. But ought we. to argue from a 


conteft, thus fignalized by the magnitude of | 
Fag hy ; eo hall be 


its ftake, that a3 often as a flame 
hereafter kindled, the fame enthvfiafm will 
fill our legions, or renew them, as they may 
be filled by loffes? 

If not, where fhall we find proteétion ? 
impreffions, like thofe, which prevent a 
¢ompliance with requifitions of regular for- 
ees, will deprive the American republick of 
the fervices of militia. But let us fuppofe, 
that they are attainable, and acknowledge 
as I always hall, that they are the natur 
fupport of a free Government. When itis 
remembe;zed, that in their abfence agricul- 
ture mut languifh ; that they are not habit- 
uated to military expofures and the rigour of 
military difcipline, end that the neceffity of 
holding in readinefs fucceffive detachments, 
carries the expence far beyond that cf en- 
liftments—this refource ought to be adopted 
with caution. 

As ftrongly too atm 1 perfuaded, that re- 

uifitions tor money will not be more cor- 
Sia received. For befides the diftruft, 
which would prevail with refpe&t to them 
alfo; befides the opinion, entertained by 
each Statesof its own liberality and unfa- 
tisfied demands againft the United States, 
there is another confideration, not lefs wor- 
thy of attention. The firft rule for deter- 
mining each quota was the value of all land 
granted or furveyed, and of the buildings 
and improvements thereon. It is no longer 
doubted, that an equitable, uniform mode 
of eftimating that value, is impracticable 
and therefore twelve States have fubfticut 
the number of inhabitants under certain 
limitations, as the ftandard according to 
which money is to be furnifked. But un- 
der the fubfiiting articles of the Union, the 
aftent of the thirteenth State is neccffary, 
and hasnot yet been given, This does of 
itfelf icffen the hope of procuring a reve- 
nue for Federal ufes; and the mifcarriage 
of the impoft almott rivets cur defpondency. 

Amidf thefe difappointments, it would 
afford fome confolation,if when rebellion 
fhall threaten any State, an ultimate afy- 
lum could be found under the wing of Con- 
grefs. But it is at leaft equivocal whether 
they can intrude forces into a State, renta- 
funder by civil difcord, even with the pureft 
folicitude for our Federal welfares and on 
the moft wrgeat catreatics of the Srats it- 


Sere 


and - 
itin& communities under no effedtive 
femet mf controul (as the United 
States now are, notwi 
the bold terms of the confederation) wi 
avoid ahatred toeach other deep and dead- 


e . 

In the profecution of this enquiry we 
fhall find S profperity to Wecline 
PGs. anactest prepared tor Riedign Sam 
s the merchant or foreign ports 
with the tresteinn, which this new world 
kindly offers to his ep: women. than itis 
nounced to him, that they are 
American fhipping, or opened op- 

ve os wagon Ms 8 a: to 
a counter policy, and is anfwered o 
contetiiaed of ¢ saletodheas We 
is immediately ftruck with the conviction, 
that until exclufion thall be oppofed to ex- 
clufion, and reftri@tion to reftriction, the A- 
merican flag will be ced. Forwho 
conceive, that thirteen vii 
commerce under differen 
fancying themfelves difchar, every 
obligation to concede the {mallet of their 
commercial advantages for the benefit of 


the whole, will be wrought into aconcertof 


aétion in defiance of every prejudice ? Nor 
is this all: Let the t improvements be 
recounted, which have enri and i 
trated Europe: it be’ noted, how 
thofe are, which be abfolutel one 
the United States, compre ng wi 
their boundaries the choiceft bleffings of 
climate, foil and navigable waters ; then let 
the moft fanguine patriot banith, 1f he can, 
the ro belief, that all chefe mut 
fleep, until they thall be roufed by che vig- 
our of a national Governmsnt. 

I have not exemplified the preceding rt- 
marks by minute details; becaufe they are 
evidently fortified by truth, and the conki- 
oufnefs of United America. I thall there- 
fore no longer deplore the wuniitnefs of the 
Confederation to fecure our peace j but pro- 
ceed, with a truly unafteCted diftruft of my 
own opinions, to examine what order 0 
powers the government of the Usited States 
ought to enjoy ? How they ought to be de- 
fended againit encroachments ? Whether 
they can be interwoven im the Confederation 
without an alteration of its very offence, 
or muft be lodged in new hands! — 
at the fame time the convuliions, 
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From thence it will follow, that the oper- 
ations of peace and war will be clogged with- 
out, advances of money, and that 
thefe will be flow indeed, if dependent on 
fupplication alone. For what better name 
do requifitions deferve, which may be evad- 
ed or oppofed, without the fear of coercion ? 
But although coertion is an indifpenfible in- 
gredient, it t not to be di aint 
a State, as a State; it being impoffitle to 
attempt it except by blockading the trade 


of the delinquent, or carrying war into its 
bowels. Ewca if thefe vi nt fchemes were 
eligible, in other re{pects both of them might 
per be defeated by the fcantinefs of the 
publick cheft; would be tardy in their com- 
plete effect, as the eof the land and 
naval equipments muft be firft reimburfed ; 
and smight drive the cribed State into 
the defperate refolve of inviting foreign alli- 
ances. Again@ each of them lic feparate 
unconquerable obje@tions. A blockade is 
not equally applicable to all the States, they 
being ireumftanced in commerce 
and in may, an excommunication 
from the privileges of the Union would be 
vain, becaufe every regulation or prohibition 
may be eafily cluded under the rights of A- 
merican citizenthip, or of foreign nations. 
But oo fpeak of the intrufion of 
troops } we arm citizens againf citi- 
zens, and habituate them to hed kindred 
blood? Shall we rifque the inflicting of 
wounds, which will generate a rancour neve? 
to be fubdued ? Would there be no room to 
fear, that an army accuftomed to fight, for 
the eftablifhment of authority, falute 
> = _ own? Let } A not 

ring to jeo ° t us 
rather fubftitute the tome peed which 
individuals are ed to contribute to 
the Government of their own States. In- 
ftead of making requifitions to the Legifla- 


tures,it would ar More proper,that taxes 
fhould be im by the Federal head, un- 
der due ifications and guards; that the 


colle€tors fhould demand from the citizens - 


their refpective quotas, and be fupported as 
in the co Gion of ordinary taxes. 

it follows too, that, as the general Gov- 
ernment will be refponfible to foreign na- 
tions, it ought to be able to annul any of- 
fenfive ure, orenforce any publick right. 
Perhaps among the topicks on which they 
may be aggrieved or complain, the commer- 
cial intercourfe, and the manner in which 
contracts are difcharged, may conftitute the 
principal articles of clamour. 

It follows too, that the generzi Gover ument 
ought to be the fupreme arbiter for adjuft- 
‘Ing every contention among the States. In 
all their connexions therefore with each o- 
ther, particul 
probably create 
to hold the reins. 

It follows too, that the genial Govera- 


in commerce, which will 
greateft difcord, it ought 
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Ot ee 
ment ought to each State againg 
domeftick: as well as external violence. 
And laftly it follows, that through the ge- 
neral Government alone can we ever affume 
the rank, to which we are entitled by our re- 


eal fituation. 
Should the people of America furrender 
thefe » they can be paramount to the 
Conftitutions, and ordinary aéts of Legifla- 
tion, only by being delegated by them. I 
do not pretend to affirm, but I venture to 
believe, that if the Confederation had been 
folemnly que@ioned in oppofition to our 
Conftitution, or even to one of our laws, 
pofteriour to it, it muft have given way. For 
never did it obtain with us a higher ratifica- 
tion, than a refolution of Ailembly in the 
daily form. 

is will be one fecurity againft encroach- 
ment, But another not left effe€tual is, to 
exclude the individual States from any a~- 
gency in the national Government, as far as 
it may be fafe, and their interpofition may 
not be abfolutely neceffary. 

But now, Sir, permit me to declare, that 
in my humble judgment, the powers by 
which alone the biefhings of a general Gov- 
ernment can be accomplifhed, cannot be 
interwoven in the Confederation without a 
change of its very effence; or, in other 
words, that the Confederation muf be 
thrown afide. Thisis almoft demonftrabie, 
from the inefficacy of requifitions, and from 
the neceffity of converting them into aéts of 
authority. My fuffrage, as a citizen, is alfo 
for additional powers. But to whom fhail 
we commit theie aéts of authority, thefe ad- 
ditional powers ? To Congrefs '-——When I 
formerly lamented the defeéts in the jurif- 
diction of Congrefs, I had no view to indi- 
cate any other opinion, than that the Fede- 
tal Head ought not to be fo circumfcribed. 
For free as 1 am at all times to profefs my 
reverence for that body, and the individuals 
who compofe it, 1 am yet equally free, to 
mtake known my averfion to repofe fuch a 
truft, in a tribunal fo conftituted. My ob- 
jeGions are not the vifions of theory, but 
the refult of my own obfervatid@s in Ame- 
rica, and of the experience of others abroad. 
1. The Legiflative and Executive are con- 
centred in the fame perfons. This, where 
seed power exifts, muft eventuate in tyranny. 
2. The reprefentation of the States bears no 
proportion to theirimportance. This is an 
unreafonable fubjection of the will of the 
Majority to that of the minority. 3. The 
mode of ele€tion, and the liability to be re- 
called, may too often render the Delegates, 
rather partizans of their own States, than 
Reprefentatives of the Union. 4-Cabal and 
intrigue muft confequently gain an afcend- 
ancy im a courfe of years. 5. A fingle 
Houfe of Legiflation, will fometimes be pre- 
cipitate, perhaps pafionate. 6. As long as 
feven States are required for the fmalleft, 
and nipe for the greateft votes, may not 
foreign influence at fome future day infinu- 
ate itielf, fo as to interrupt every active ex- 
ertion? 7. ‘Focrown the whole, it is fcarce- 
ly within the verge of poflibility, that fo nu- 
merous an affembly thould acquire that fecre- 
fy, difpatch, and vigour, which are the tet of 
excellence in the Executive department. 
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My inference from thefe faéts and prinei- 





pics, is, that the new powess miuft be depo- ° 
t 


eiin a new body, growing out of a confo- 
lidation of the Union, as far as the circum. 
frances of the States will allow... Perhaps, 
however, fome nn its diffolution, 
and others, partial Sonfederacies. 

The firft is an idea awful indeed, and ir- 
reconcileable with a very carly, and hitherto 
uniform conviétion, that without union we 
muft be undone. For before the voice of 
war was heard, the pulfe of the then Colo- 
nies, was tried, and found to beat in unifon. 
‘The uniemitted labour of our enemies was 
to divide, and the policy of every Congrefs, 
to bind us together, ut, inno example 
was this truth more clearly difplayed, than 
in the prudence, with which Independence 
was unfolded to the fight, and in the for- 


bearance t® declare it, until America, al- . 


moft unanimoufly, called for it. After we 
hai thus launched into troubles, never be- 
fore explored, and in the hour of heavy dif- 
tre{s, the remembrance of our focial ftrength, 
not only forbade defpair, but drew from 
Congreis, the moft illuftrious repetition of 
their fettled purpofe to defpife all terms, 
thort of Independence. 

Behold then, how fuccefsful and glorious 
we have been, while we aéted in fraternal 
concord. But let us difcard the illufion, 
that by this fuccefs and this glory, the creit 
of danger has irrecoverably falien, Our 
Governments are yet too youthful to have 
acquired ftability from habit. Our very 
quiet depends upon the duration of the U- 
nion. Among the upright and intelligent, 
few can read without emotion the future 
fate of the States, if fevered trom each other. 
‘Then fhall we learn the full weight of fore- 
ign intrigue. Then fhall we hear of parti- 
tions of ourcountry. If a Prince, inflamed 
by the luft of conquett, thould ufe one State, 
as the inftrument of enflaving others—if ev- 
ery State isto be wearied by perpetual alarms, 
and compelled to maintain large military ef 
tablifhments—if all queftions are to be decid- 
ed by an appeal to arms, where a difference 
of opinion cannot be removed by negocia- 
tion—in a word,if all the direfal misfor- 
tunes, which haunt the peace of rival na- 
tions, are the triumph over the land—for 
what have we contended? Why have we 
exhaufted our wealth ? Why have we bafe- 
Jy betrayed the heroick martyrs of the Fed- 
eral caufe ? 

But dreadful as the total diffolution of 
the Union is to my mind, I entertain no 
lets horrour at the thought of partial Con- 
federacies. Ihave not the leaft ground for 
fuppofing, that an overture of this kind 
would be liftened to by a fingle State 3 and 
the prefamption is, that the politicks of the 
greater part of the Srates flow from 
‘warmet attachment to an union of the whole. 
If, however, a leffer Confederacy could be 
obtained, by Virginia, let me conjure my 
countrymen, well co weigh the probable con- 
fequences, before they attempt to form it. 

On fuch an event, the ftrength of the U- 
nion would be divided into two, or perhaps 
three parts. Has it 10 encreafed fince the 
war, as to be divifible—and vet remain fof- 
ficient for our bappinefs ? 
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But they, like ourfelves, are di fa: 
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py fpecies of population. 


Again may I afk, whether the opulence 
of the United States has been augmented 
fince the war? This is anfwered in the ne. 
ed + Pee en eee 
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At all times muft a fouthern confederacy. 
fupport thips of war, and foldiery. As 
foon would a navy move from the 
and an army {pring from the earth, as fuch 
a confederacy, indebted, impoverithed in its 
commerce, and deftitute of men, could, for 
fome years at leaft, provide am ample de. 
fence for itfelf. 

Let it not be forgotten, that nations, which 
can enforce their rights, have large claims a. 
gaint the United States,and that the creditor 
ray infift on payment from amy one of them, 
Which ofhem would probably be the vic. 
tim ?. The moft produétive and the moftex. 
pofed. When vexed by reprifals or was, 
the fouthern Scates will fue for alliances on 
this continent or beyond fea. If for the 
former, the nece of an union of the 
whole is decided. ‘ If for the latter, Ameri- 
ca will, I fear, reaét the ftenes@f confufion 
and bloodfhed, exhibited mof of 
thofe nations, which have, too Jate, repente 
ed the folly of relying in auxiliaries. 

Two or more coalbberscits cannot but be 
comemeee for power. The ancient friend. 
thip between the citisens of America, bei 
thas cut off, bitternefs and hoflility 
fucceed in its pints, In order to prepare a- 
gaint furrounding danger, we fhall be com- 
pelled to veft fomewhere or other power ap- 

roaching near to a military Government. 

The annals of the world have abounded 
fo much with inftances of a divided people 
being a prey to foreign influence, that i 
fhall not reftrain my apprehenfions of it, 
fhould our union be torn afunder. The 
portunity of infinuating it will be multiplied 
in a to the parts into which we may 
be broken, 

In thort, Sir, I am fatigued with fum- 
moning “P to my imagination the miferies 
which will harrafs the United States, if torn 
from each other, and which will not end, 
until they are fupe:feded by fresh mifchiefs 
under the yoke of a tyrant. 

I come therefore to the laft and perhape 
only refuge in our difficulties, a confolida- 
tionof the Union, as far as circumftances 
will permit. To fulfil this defirable oe 
the Conftitution was framed by the Feder 
Convention. A quorum of eleven States, 
and the only member from a twelfth have 
fubfcribed it; Mr. Mafon of Virginia, Mr. 
Gerry of Maiffachufetts, and myfelf having 
refufed to fubfcribe. 

Why I refufed, would, I hope, be folved 
to the fatisfaction of thofe who know me, 
by faying that a fenfe of duty commanded 
me thus toa. It commanded gne, Sir, for 
believe me, that no event of my Fife ever oc- 
cupied mere of my refie€tion. To fub{cribe 
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Gian; fince it would have prefented me to 
thé world as a fellow labourer with the 
learned and zealous flatefmen of America. 

But it was far more interefting to my 
feeli that I was about to differ from 
three of my colleagues; one of whom is, to 
the honour of the country which he has fav- 
ed, embofomed in their affections, and can 
receive no praife from the kighef luftre of 
janguage; the other two of m have been 
bong enrolled among the wifeft and beft lov- 
ers of the commonwealth ; and the unfhak- 
en and intimate friendhhip of all of whom I 
have ever prized, and {till do prize, as among 
the happieft of all my acquifitions. I was 
no ftranger to the reigning partiality for the 
members who compofed the Convention ; and 
had not the fm doubt, that from this 
caufe, and from the ardour for a rcform of 
Government,the firft applaufes at leaft would 
be loud and profufe. I fulpedted too, that there 
was fomething in the human breaft, which for 
atime would be apt to conftrue a temperate- 
nefs in politicks, into an enmity to the U- 
nion. Nay, I plainly forefaw, that in the 
difentions of parties, a middie line would 
probably be in into a want of enter- 

rife and decifion. But thefe confiderations, 
aie feducing foever, were feeble opponents 
to the fuggeftions of my confcience. I was 
fent to exercife my ju ment, and to exer- 
cife it was my fixed determination; being 
inftru€ted by even an imperfeét acquaint- 
ance with mankind, that felf approbation is 
the only true reward which a political ca- 
reer can beftow, and that popularity would 
have been but another name for perfidy, if 
to oo I had po up the freedom of 
thinking for myfelf. 

It would have been a peculiar pleafure to 
me tohave afcertained before J left Virginia, 
the temper and genius of my fellow citizens, 
confidered relatively to a Government fo 
tubftantially differing from the Confedera- 
tion as that which is now fubmitted. But 
this was, for many obvious reafons, impof- 
fle; andI was thereby deprived of what I 
thought the retesagy | guides. 

I faw, however, that the Confederation 
was tottering from its own weakne({s, and 
that the fitting of the Convention was a fig- 
nal of its total infufficiency. 1 was there- 
fare ready to affent to a fcheme of Govern- 
ment, which was propofed, and which went 
beyond the limits of the Confederation, be- 
lieving, that without being too extenfive it 
would have preferved our tranquility, until 
+ ae and that genius fhou!d col- 

ceted, 

But when the plan which is now before 
the General Affembly, was on its pala 
through the convengion, I maved, that the 
State conventions fhould be at liberty to a- 
mend, and that a fecond general convention 
fhould beholden to difcufs the amendments, 
which fhould be fuggefted by them. This 
motion was in fome meafure juftified by the 
manner in which the confederation was for- 
warded, originally, by congrefs to the State 
Legiflatures, in many of which amendments 
were propofed, and thofe amendments were 
afterwards ‘examined in congrefs. Such a 
maion was doubly expedient here, as the 
Aciegation of fo much more power was fought 
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for. Butit was negatived. I then expreffed 
my unwillingnefs to fign. My reafons were 
the following : 

t» It is faid in the refolutions, which ac- 
company th@ conftitution, that it is to be 
fubmitted to a convention of deleyates, cho- 
fen in each State by the peopic thereof, for 
their aflent and ratification. The meaning 
of thefe terms is allowed univerfally co be, 
that the convention muft either adopt the 
conftitution in the whole, or rejcét it in the 
whole, and is pofitively forbidden to amend. 
If therefore J had figned, 1 fhould have felr 
myfelf bound to be filent 2s to amendments, 
and to endeavour to fupport the conftitution 
without the correction of a letter. With 
this confequence before my cyes, and with a 
determination to attempt an amendment, I 
was taught by a regard for confiitency not to 
fi Re 

x My opinion always was, and ftill is, 
that every citizen of America, let the crifis 
be what it may, ought to have a full oppor- 
tunity to propofe, through his Reprefenta- 
tives, any amendment which, in his appre- 
henfion, tends to the publick welfare—By 
figning, 1 thould have contradicted this fen- 
timent. 5 

3- A conftitution ought to have the hearts 
of the people on its fide. But if ata future 
day it thould be burthenfome, after havin 
been adopted in the whole, ani they thou! 
infinuate that it was in fome meafure forced 
upon them, by being confined to thie fingle 
alternative of taking or rejecting it altoge- 
ther, under my impreffions, and with my o- 
pinions 1 fhould not be able to juftify my- 
felf had I figned. 

4 I was always fatisficd, as I have now 
experienced, that this great fubjeét would 
be placed in new lights and attitudes by the 
criticifm of the world, and that no a 





affure himfelf, how a conftitution will k 
for a courfe of years, until, at Ieait, he fhall 
have heard the obfervations of the people at 
large. 1 alfo fear more frominaccugacies in 
a con itution, than from grofs errours in ang 
other compofition ; becaufe our dearcit im 
terefts, are to be regulated by it, and power, 
if lootely given, toncially where it will be 
interpreted with great latitude, may bring 
forrow in its execution, Had 1 figned wiih 
thefe ideas, I fhould have virtually fhut my 
ears againit the information, which I ardent- 
ly defired. 

§- I was afraid, that if the conftitution 
was to be fubmitted to the people, to be 
wholly adopted or — rejected by them, 
they would not only rejeét it, but bid a lait- 
ing farewel to the Union. This formida- 
ble event I withed to avert, by keeping my - 


felé free to propofe amendments, and thus, if 


poffible, to remove the obftacles to an effec- 
wal Government. But it will be atked, 
whether all thefe arguments were not Well 
weighed incanvention. They were Sir,aad 
with great candour. Nay, when I called to 
mind the refpeétability of thofe, with whom 
I was affluciated, I almeft Joft confidence in 
thefe principles. On other occafiens, J 
thould cheerfully have yicided to a majority 
on this, the fate of thoulands, yet unborn, 
enjoined me mot to yield, until 1 was com 
viaced. 
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Again, may I be.afked, why the mode, 
pointed out in the Conititution for its a- 
mendment, may not be a fufficient fecurity 
againtt its imperfections, without now arreft- 
fing it in its progrefs ?——-My a@vers are, 





1. That it is better to amend, while we have | 


the Conftitution’in our power, while the paf- 
fions of defigning men are not yet entifted, 
and while a bare majority of the States may 
amend, thao to wait for the uncertain affeat 
of three fourths of the States. 2. Thata bad 
feature in government, becomes more and 
more fixed every day. 4- That frequent 
changes of a Conftitution, even if practica- 
bie, ought not to be withed, but avoided as 
much aé poflible. And 4. That in the pré- 
fent cafe, it may be queftionable, whether, 
after the particular advantages of its opera- 
tion fhall be difcerned, three fourths of the 
States can be induced to amend. 

I confels, that it is no eafy talk, to devife 
a fcheme which fhall be fuitable to the views 
of ail. Many expedients have occurred to 
me, but none of them appear lefs exception- 
able than this ;—that if our Convention 
fhould choofe to amend, another Federal 
Convention be recommended ; that in that 
Federal Convention the amend aicnts propof- 
ed by this or any other State be difeufied ; 
and if incoyporated in the Conftitution or 
rejected, or if 3 proper number of the other 
States fhould be unwilling to accede toa fe- 
cond Convention, the Confiitation be again 
Jaid before the fame State Conventions, 
which ‘thall again affemble on the fummons 
of the Executives, and it fhall be either 
wholly adopted, or wholly rejeted, without 
a farther power of amendment. I count 
Suc ay as nothing, in comparifon with 
fo an obje€t ; efpecially too, as the 
privilege of amending maf terminate after 
the ufe of it once. 

IT thould now conclude this letter, which is 
already too long, were it not incumbent on 
me, from having contended for amendments, 
to fer forth the particulars, which J conceive 
to require correction. I undertake this with 
reluctance, becaufe it is remote from my in- 
tentions co catch the prejudices or prepofief- 
fions of aay man, But as I mean only ta 
manifett, that | have not beea adtuated by 
Caprice, and now to expiain every obje@ion 
at full length would be an immenfe labour, 
J thal! content myfelf with enumerating cer- 
tain heads, in which the Conftigution is moft 
repugnant to my withes, 

The two firft points are the equality of 
Suffrage in the Senate, and the fubmiffion of 
commerce to a mere majority in the legifla- 
ture, with no othey check than the revifion 
of the Prefident. 1 conjeéture that neither 
of thefe things can be correéted ; and partic. 
ularly the former ; without which we mu@ 
have rifen perhaps in diforder, 

But I am fanguine in hoving, that in eve- 
ry other july obnoxious ‘clawfe, Virginia 
willbe feconded by a majority of the Statete 
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3+ Incaking from him either the power of 
nominating’ to the judiciary offices, or of 
filling up vacancies which thereii may hap. 


pen “during the recefs of 
granting commiffions which 
the end of theit next feffions. 4. I 
from him the power of pardoning 
fon, at leaft before conviction. 5. 
ing a ling between the powers of 

and individual States 5 and in defini 
former, fo as to leave no clahhi 
ditions, nor dangcrous 4ifputes ; and 
vent the one from being fwallowed up 
other, under the cover of general words and 
implication. 6. In abridging the power of’ 
the Senate to make treaties the fupreme lawé 
of the lend. 7. In providing a tribunal in. 
ftead of the Senate for the impeachment of 
Senators. 8, In incapacitating the Congrefe 
ta determine their own falarics. And 9, 
In limiting and definiag the judicial pow. 


er 

The remedy muft be to 
the wifdom of the Convention ; and the final 
Rtep, which Virginia thal) purfue, if her o- 
vertures fhall be difcarded, muft alfo rek 
with them. 

But asI affe@ neither myftery aor fubtil- 
ty in politicks, I heGtate not to fay, that the 
mot fervent prayer of my foul is, the eftab- 
Nhment of a firm, energetic government ; 
that the mo inveterate curfe, which can bes 
fal us, is a ciffolatién of the Union; and 
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-that the r--fent moment, if fuffered to 


away unemployed, can never be recalled, 
Thefe were my opipions, while I aéted asa 
delegate ; they fway me, while I fpeak asa 
private citizen. I fhall cherefore cling to 
the Union, as to the rock of our falvation; 
and urge Virginiato finifh the falutary work 
which the has begun. And if, after our 
bef efforts for amendments, they cannot be 
obtained, I fcruple not to declare, (notwith- 
ftanding the advantage which fuch's declara- 
tion may give to the enemies of my propofal) 
that I will, as an individual citizen, accept 
the Conftitution ; becaufe | would regulate 
myfelf by the fpirit of America. 

You will excufe me, Sir, for having beea 
thus tedious. My feelings and duty dt» 
manded this expofition ; for through no o& 
ther channel could I refcue my omiffion to 
fign from o::freprefentation, and in no more 
etfe€tua! way could I exhibit to the General 
Affembly an unreferved hittory of my con, 


dv, 
J have the honour, 


Sir, to be, 
With great refpe&, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 
EDMUND RANDOLPR, 


—_ an oe 2 
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Proceedings of Maffachu/etts State Convention. 





[Continued from our laf.) 
M ON D A Y¥y Janpary rg. 


conftitution for theUnitedStates 
of America, as reported by the 
€onvention of Del held at Phila- 
delphia, in May lait, together with the 
refulutions of the General Court of this 
monwealth, for calling a Conven- 
tion, agreeably to the recommendation 
of Congrefs, were ordered to be read. 

On motion of Mr. Stronz, Voted, 

That,this*Convention, fenible bow im- 
portant it is, thatthe great fubjeét fub- 
mitted to their detersmimation, fhould be 
difcuffed and confidered with modera- 
tion, candour and deliberation—will en- 
ter into a a » yg eas cn the fever- 
a) parts thereof, by paragraphs, until 
Pen member tall Sper ae oppor- 
tunity to exprefs his fentiments on the 
fame—After which the Canvention will 
eonfider and debate at large the queltion, 
whether this Convention will adopt and 
ratify the propofed Conftitution, before 
any vote is taken expreffive of the fenfe 
of the Convention upon the whole or 
any part thereof. * 
refolve of the General Court of 

this Commonwealth, of March 17387, 
appointing Delegates for the Conven- 
tion of the States, heid at Philadelphia, 
was ordered to be read. 
R.. ao pind ree and oo 
that the Hon. Elbrid . » be 
requefted to take a feat i aehtece. 
tion, toanfwer anv queftions of fast from 
time to time, that the Convention. may 
atk, refpeéting the paffing of the Conti. 
tution. 

A motion was then: made and fecond- 
ed, that the confideration of the faid 
quettion fubfide, to give place to the fol- 
lowing, Viz. 

That whereas the Hon. Elbridge 
Gerry, Efg. was a delegate from this 
Commonwealth in the Convention held 
at Philadelphia ; and whereas he did not 
fign the Conftitution reported by the faid 
Convention : 

Voted, That the faid Elbridge Ger- 
ry, Efq. be requeftedto attend this Cones 
vention, to ftate the faéts and reafons 
which induced him to decline figning 
the fame, 

A motion was then made and fecond- 
ed. That the confideration of both 
queftions fhould fubfide, and the quef- 
ton being put, pafled in the negative, 


The motion thé the firt queftion 
thould fubfide, to give place to the fe. 
cond, was then put, and pafled in the 
negative alfo. 

The firft motion was then put, and 
paffed in the affirmative, 

Adjourned to 3, o'clock, P.M. 
AFTERNOON. : 

Ordered, That a comm ttee of three 
be appointed to wait upon the Hon. El- 
bridge Gerry, Efq. and acquaint him 
with the vote of this morning, requeft- 
ing him to take a feat in the Convention, 
to anfwer to any quettions of faét, from 
time to time, that the Convention may 
atk, refpefting the pafling the conititu- 
tion. 

Agreeably to the refolution pafied in 
the forenoon, the Convention proceeded 
to confider the firft /edfion of the Confti- 
tution, and after a fhort converfation, 
entered upon the difcuffion of the fecond 


fection, the fint paragraph of which caule © 


ed a lengthy debate. 
Adjourned to ten o'clock, tomerrow 


ing. 

TUESDAY, rsth. 
A motion was made by Meg 

that the vote of yefterda 


confidered, for the 
the foliowing additie 

Jt is never 
this Convention, 
conceives any other 
of the Confiitu 
the one immediately confideration, 


that he have f erty to teke wp fuch 
other claufe or ph for that pur- 
pole.” And the qu of reconfidera- 


tion being put, paffed in the affirmative, 

On the queftion whether the addition 
fhould be made, it was determined in 
the affirmative. 

Adjourned to 3 0°clock, P. M. 
AFTERNOON. 

A letter from the Hon. Elbrid 
Gerry, Efg. informing that he wo 
sttend the Convention, agreeably ta 
their vote of yeiterday, was received and 
read. 

On motion of Mr, Nafon, Ordered, 
That a Committee be appointed to pro- 
vide a more convenient place for the 
Convention to fit in. 


if any 
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Aiarsed 0 more ime. 
EDNES DAY, réth. 


The Convention entered ‘upon the 
eonfideration of the propofed Conttitu- 
tion, and having ated thereon, 


through the day, poftponed tlie Gur- 
ther confideration thereof to the morn- 


ang. 
“ Adjourned to Thur/lay morning. 


. Sammary of the arguments ufed inCowven- 
tion, on the debates re/peRing Biennial 
Ele&ions. 

MONDAY, r4th January. « 
It had been mentionetl by fome gen- 
¢lemen, that the introdu€tion of tyranny 
into feveral nations had been by length- 
ening the duration of their parliaments, 
or legiflative bodies ; and the fate of 
thofe nations was urged as a caution a- 
= lengthening the period for which 
ongrefs 1s to be chofen.—The Hon. 
Mr. Sedgwick wifhed*to know what 
were the nations which had been thus 
deprived of their liberties ; he believed 
they were few in number—in fa&, he 
did not recolle& any.—After thewin 
by feveral examples bow nations had 
‘been deprived of their liberties, he con- 

# tinved—Is it not neceflary, Mr. Prefi- 

, that the federal Reprefentatives 

be chofen for two years ? Annu- 

ions in’a fingle ftate may be the 





variety of reafons : But when 
affairs of thirteen States— 
‘commerce may be extended, 


be mot expedient, 
‘promote the general 


@fach a period too 


¢PaCaneiaen€dlled into publick 
life di 1 concerns, and 
inftan¢ly in intoa general 


knowledge of fuch extenfive and weigh- 
ty matters ? After feveral other argu- 
ments in favour of thie feétion, he begged 
the indulgence of the Convention while 
he made a perfona) obfervation : “ It 
has been given out, Sir, by feveral per- 
fons, that I have faid the Conftitution 
mutt go down—right or wrong— I beg 
Jeave to declare, fir, on my honour, that 
fo far from having made fuch a declara- 
tion, the idea of it has not ever entered 
my mind.” 

Mr. G. Dench wifhed to know how 
she reprefentation was fecured—as hy 
he 4th feétion, Congrefs were empower- 
ed to make or alter the regulation of the 
tunes, places, and manner of holding 
eleftions—Mr. D, was continuing, but 





_faid that the fubje& on: debate 


to be reftri&ted - 





wa called to order by Mr: Parfons, wie” 


was the 
expediency of biennial elefions, and that 
walfoun, = the ines Teas 

inton, would more proper: iven 
when the 4th feétion was conse ~ 


ation. , 
Dr. Taylor. Mr. Prefident, I am op. 
pofed to biexnial, and am in favour of 


annual eleftions—annual ele&tions have 
been the praétice of this State ever fince 
its fettlement, and no objection to fuch’ 
a mode of ele&ting has-ever been made » 
it has, indeed, fir, been confidered as the 
fafeguard of the liberties of the people— 
and the annihilation of it the avenue 
through which tyranny will enter. By 
the articles of confederation, annual e- 
leétions ‘are provided for—though we 
have additional fecurities in a right to 
recal any, or all of our members from 
Congrefs—and a provifion for rotation. 
In the propofed’ Conftitution, there isno 

ovifion for rotation—we have no right 

y it to recal our delegates. Inanfwer 
to the obfervation, that by frequency of 
eleétions, good men will be excluded, 
I anfwer—If they behave well, it is pro- 
bable they wiil be continued—but if 
they behave ill, how thall we remedy 
the evil. It is poffible, that rulers may 
be appointed who may with to root out 
the liberties of the people. Js it not,’ 
Mr. Prefident, better, if fuch a cafe 
fhould occur, that at a fhort period they 
fhould politically die, than that they 
thould be proceeded againit by impeach- 
ment) Thefe confiderations, and others, ' 
faid the Dotor, make me in favour 
of annual elections ; and the further 
ea therefrom, the greater is the 
cvil. 

The Hon. Mr. Sprague was in fa- 
vour of the feétion as it ftood—He 
thought the fame principles ought not 
to guide us, when confidering the elec- 
tion of a body whofe jurifdiction was 
coextenfive with a great continent, as 
when regulating that of one whole 
concerns are only thofe of a fingle 
ftate. 

Mr. T. Dawes, after a fhort exordium, 
faid he had not heard it mentioned by 
any gentleman who had fpoken in the 
debate, that the right of electing Repre- 
fentatives in Congreis, as provided for 
in the propofed conftitution, will be the 
acquifition of a new privilege by thepeo- ” 
pleas it really will be. The people 


-will then be immediately reprefented ia 


the Federal Government—at prefent 
they are not==therefose it will be in fa- 


& 
” 
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@vt off the people, if they are even cho- 
fen for 40 inftead of two years—and he 
adduced many reafons to thew that it 
would not conduce to the intereft of the 
United States, or the fecurity of the 

le, to have them for a thorter peri- 
Pi than two years. 

The Hoa. Mr. White faid he was on- 
pofed to the fe&tion—he thought the fe- 
curity of the people lay in frequent e- 

i orhis part he would rather 
they fhould ree ye - pane — od 
two years—and concluded by faying he 
was in favour of annual elections. 

Dr. Jarvis, Gen. Brooks, Gen. Heath, 
and Hon. Mr. Turner, each fpoke.a few 
words on the fubjectt—when a motion 
was made to poftpone the confideration 
of the 2d. feé&. until tomerrow mornings 
which pafling, the Convention 
journed. 

TUESDAY, January 1s. 

Mr. Ames. 1 do not regret, Mr. 
Prefident, we are not unanimous upen 
this queftion. I do not confider the di- 
verity of fentiment which prevails, as 
an impediment in our way tothe dif- 
covery of truth, In order that we 
may think alike upon this fubjec& at 
Jatt, we thall be compelled to difcufs it, 
by afcending to the principles upon which 
the doctrine of reprefentation is ground- 
ed. 
Without premeditation, in a fituation 
fo novel, and awed by the reipec& which 
I feel for this venerable affembly, I dif- 
truft extremely my own feelings, as 
weil as my competency to profecute 
this enquiry. ith the hope of an in- 
dulgent hearing, I will attempt to pro- 
ceed. Iam fenfible, fir, that the doc- 
trine of frequent eleétions, has been 
fan&tified by antiquity ; and is ftill more 
endeared to us by our recent experience, 
and uniform habits of thinking.—Gen- 
tlemen have expreffed their zealous par- 
tiality forit. ‘They confider this asa 
leading queftion in the debate, and that 
the merits of many other parts of the 
conftitution are involved in the decifion. 
I confefs, fir, and I declare that my 
zeal for frequent elections, is not inferi- 
our to theirown. I confider it as one 
of the firft fecurities for popular liberty, 
in which its very eflence may be fup- 
pofed to refide. But how thall we make 
the bet ufe of this pledge and inftru- 
nent of our fafety ? A right principle, 
carried to an extreme, becomes ufelefs. 
Itis apparent that a delegation for a 
very fhort term, as for a fingle day, 


would defeat the defigu of reprefenta- 


arg 
ee 

tion. The eleftion in that cafe woulg 
not feem to the people to be of any im- 
portance, and the perfon elef&ted would 
think as lightly of his appointment. 
The other extreme is equally to be a- 
voided. An election fora very long 
term of years, or for life, would remove 
the member too far fromthe controul of 
the people, would be dangerous to liber- 
ty, and in fact repugnant to the purpofes 
of the delegation. The truth, as ufuai, 
is placed between the extremes, and I 
believe is included in this propofition : 
The term of the elegtion muft be fo long, 
that the reprefentative may underftand 
the interefts of the people, and yet fo lim - 
ited, that his fidelity may be fecured by 
a dependence upon their approbation. 

Before I proceed to the application of 
this rule, I cannot forbear to premife 
fome remarks upon two opinions which 
have been fuggefted. 

Much has been faid about the people 
divefting themfelves of power, when they 
delegate it to reprefentatives ; and that 
all reprefentation is to their difadvantage, 
becaufe it is but an image, a copy, faint- 
er and more imperfe&t than the orignal, 
the people, in whom the light of power 
is primary and unborrowed, which is 
only reflected by their delegates. —I can- 
not agree to either of thefe epinions. 
The reprefentation of the people is fome- 
thing more than the people. I 
fir, but one purpofe which the 
can effeét without de’ ion, ® 
is, to deflroya a v 
cannot ereét a + evinced 











by our “ee affembled, ow their, 


behalf. people mult govern by a 


majority, with whom all power refides. - 


But how is the fenfe of this majority to 
be obgained ? It has been faid that a 

democracy is the beft government for a 
{mall who may affemble in per- 
fon. It is of fmall confequence to <ifs 
cufs it, as it would be inapplicable to the 
great country weinhabit. It may be of 
fome ufe in this argument, however, to 
confider, that it would be very berden- 
fome, fubje& to faction and violence, de~ 
cifions would often be made by furprife, 
in the posiereory of paffion, by mea 
who either uederttand nothing, or care 
nothing about the fubjeé&t ; or by inter- 
efled men, or thofe who vote for theix 
own indemnity. It would be a govern- 
ment not by laws, but by men. Such 
were the paltry democracies of Greece 
and Afia Minor, fe much extolled, and 
fo often propofed as a model for our im~ 
itation, J deére to be thankful, that 
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not be denied, that the 
ers by. the election 

may deftroy, butthey cannot eg- 

ife the of government, in per- 


" fon 5 but by their fervants, they govern 


-do uot renounce thar power 
not facrifice thei. rights—they 
the true fovercigns of tac country 

whep.they de! tht power, which 
they cannet Siatteereibves to their truf- 
tees 


key, fs chat ppople talk abeyt 
the libaty of nawre, and affer: that we 
dive or-rfelves of 2 portion of it, when 
we entcr into foticty. This is declama- 
+ oat master of S48. Roe 

ive without fociety ; and.as to liberty, 
how can F be faid to enjoy that which a- 
nother mav-takefrom me, whee ‘he pleaf- 
es. The libesty ef one depends not fo 
mouch on the removal ofall reftraint 
from him, as on the due reftraint, upon 
the liberty of others. Without furch re- 
ftraint, there can be ne liberty—liberty 
is fo far from being endangered or de- 
ftroyed by this, that it is extended and 
fecured. For I faid, that we do not er- 
joy that, which another may take from 
us. But civil liberty cannot be token 
from us, when any one may pleat to in- 
vade it: Forwe have the firength of the 

of our fide, 






3 they may never be diveltéd of it, 
T repeat that 1 angin favour of frequent 
ele&tions. Theywho commend annual 
ele&ions, are defired to confider, that the 
queffion is, whether biennial elections 
are a defect in. wftiturion : For it 
does pipe ss eens elec- 
tions ‘biennial are danger- 
: Pe eth maybe i 





. Nor is 

ation for the fears of 
fay if we who have been 
to chafe for one year only, 
end it to two, the next ftride will 
be t0/five, or feven years, and the next 
for tepm of life: Fer this article, with 
all its fuppofed defects, is in favour of 
Jiberty. Bein inferted in the Conftitu- 
rion, it is not fubject to be repealed by 
Jaw. © We are fure that itis the worft of 
thé cafe. 

t is a fence againft ambitious en- 
croachments, too high and too ftrong to 
be paffed ; In this reipeét, we have great- 
by the advantage of the people of Eng- 








the federal Convention : It has my em 
tire approbation as it ftands. I think thar 
we to prefer, in this article, bien. 
nial ions to annual, and my reafong 
for this opinion, are drawn frofn thefe. 
fources. 

From the extent of the country to be 


loverned. 
The obje&s of their legiflation. 
‘ —_ the more perfo& fecurity of our 
A 


It Seite saabnc ha: = who are to 
calie& in Congrefs from this foe 
ritory, perhaps from the F 
or from the banks of the Ohio, and 
fhore of Lake Superiour, ought to have 
a longer term in office, than 
of a fingleState, in their own legiflature, 
Ic is not by riding poft to and from 
Congrefs, that aman ean acquire a jut 
knowledge of the true intereft of the 
union.. This term of eleétion, is inap- 

licable to the ftate of acountry, as 
arge as Germany, or as the Roman Em- 
pire in the zenith of its power 

If we confider the objects of their de. 

legation, little doubt will remain. It 
is admitted that annual eleétions may 
be highly fit for the ftate legiflature. 
Every citizen grows up witha knows 


ledge of the local circumétances of the . 


fiate. But the bufinefs of the federal 
government will be very different. The 
objeé&ts of their are few and na- 
tional. At leaft two’years in office will 
be neceffary to enable a man to judge of 
the trade and interefts of ftates which he 
never faw. The time, I hope, will 
come, when this excellent country will 
furnith food (and freedom,which is bet- 
ter than food, which is the food of the 
foul) for fifty millions of happy 

Will any man fay that the national bu- 
finefs can be underftood in one year? 

Biennial ele&tions appear to me, fir, 
an effential fecurity to liberty. Thefe 
are my reafons. 

Faction and enthufiafm are the inftru- 
ments by which lar governments 
are deftroyed, e need not talk of the 
power an ariftocracy. The people 
when they lofe their liberties, are cheat- 
ed out of them, They nourith faétions 
in their bofoms, which will fabhit fo 
long as abufing their honeft credulity 
fhall be the means of acquiring ye . 
A democracy is a volcano, which com 
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~matetialt of its own de- 
will produce an erup- 
ion, and carry defolation in their way. 
The apt then yg mean si er if 
time is alftowed for refleCtion and infor- 
mation, they will do right. I would 
not haye the firft wifh, the momentary 
jmpulfe of the ick mind,become law, 
For it is notalwa s the fenfe of the peo- 
ple, with whom, I adinit, that all power 
refides. On great >» we 
hear the loud clamours of » are 
tifice and faétion. I confider biennial 
éle&tions as a fecurity that the fober fe- 
cond thought of the people fhall be law. 
There is a calm review of publick tranf- 
aftions, which is. made by the citizens 
who have families, and children, the 
pledges of their fidelity. To provide 
for popular aan we muft take care 
that meafures not be adopted with- 
out due deliberation. 

The member chofen for two years, 
will feel fomei ce in his feat, 
The faétions of the day will expire be- 
fore the end of histerm. 

The ptople will be rtionally at- 
tentive to ge ye a a win muyel 
Two years. wi opportunity 
the an + = to deferve well of, them, 
and they will requise evidence that he 
has done it. ; 

But, fir, the reprefentatives are the 
grand inquifition of: thg union, The 
are by i t to bring great of - 
fenders to juftice. One year will not 
fufice to deteé&t guilt, and to purfue it 
to conviction. erefore they will ef- 
cape, and.the balance of the two 
branches, will be deftroyed; and the 
people opprefied with impunity. The 
Senators will fent the fovereignty 
of the States, The reprefentatives are 


cals the 
ftru&ion. 
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@o rtprefent the peopl:. The offices 


ought to bear fome proportion in point 
of Masertanes. This will be impollibe 
if they are chofen for one only. 

Will the people, then find the eyes 
of their own watchmen? Will 
bind the hands which are to hold 
the {word for their defence ? Will they 
impair their own power, by an unrea- 
able jealoufy of themfelves ? 

For thefe reafens, 1 am clearly of o- 
pinion, that the ertiele is entitled to our 
approdation as it ftands : and_as it has 
been demanded, why annual eleétions 
were not perferred to biennial, permit me 
to retort the queftion, and to ifiquire in 
my turn, what reafon can be given why, 
if anuual ele&ions-are good, beinnial e- 
Je&ions are not better ? 

The inquiry in the latter, part of Mr. 
Ames's h, being directed to the 
Hon. Mr. Adams—that gentleman faid, 
he only made the enquiry for informa- 
= and — h~ had heard fufficient to 

sfy himfelf of its propriety. 

Me, Dench faid his obje€tions to bi- 
ennial eleftions were removed—but he 
withed to recur to the 4th fe&. and to 
enquire, whether that elelion was fecur- 
ed—as by this fe&tion C fs has vow- 
er to regulate the time, place, and mane 
ner of holding it. 

{A queftion now arofe, whether the 
confideration of the 4th &. was in or- 
der, and much debate was had thereon— 
but the propriety, as expreffed by a wor- 





- thy member, of ** illucidating ‘{cripture 


by fcripture,” being generally admitted, 
the motion made by the Hon. Mr. Daxa 
fed, which put an end to the conver- 


tion. } 
[To be continued. } 
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Summary of late Intelligence. 


American Mews. 


* RICHMOND, ( inginia } Dec. 26. 
Extract of a letter from Harrifon county, to a 
gentieman now in this city, dated the arb 
infant. 
" ESTERDAY evening, a little af- 
ter fun fet a party of Indians came 
to the houfe of Mr. Weft in this county, 
and killed the old man and Edmund Weit's 
wife, they fcaiped and tomahawked Thomas 
Wett in fuck an inhuman manner, that it is 
expected he will not live until tomorrow. 
They fealped a little girl of John Hafker's, 
and {peared her in the left fide, but it is 
thought ihe wilt recover, and took Jefe 





Hogh’s eldeft daughter prifoner—Al! this 3 

can affirm, as J fawthe unhappy victims im- 

mediately after the maffacre,”” 
PHILADELPHIA, Jan. s. 

At a meeting of fundry refpectable inha- 
bitants of the county of Northampcon, held 
at Eafton, the 2oth day of December, 1737. 

Alexander Patrerfon, Bfq; in the chair. 

The meeting took into confideration the 
report made to the people in this county by 
their deputies to the State Convention. 

Whereupon, Refoived unanimoufly, | 
That we highly approve of the condudt 
ovr deputies, in ailenting to and ratifying 
the Conftitution of the United States as 
propofed by the late Federal Conventions 
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Second, that the chairman be requefted f 
return our hearty thanks to the faid deputies, 
for the patriotifm, publick fpirit and faith- 
ful difcharge of their duty, as reprefentatives 
of this county. ; 
that their report, together with 
tions be tranfmictted by the chair- 
elphia, for publication. 

' , by order of the meeting, 
Atexawper Patreason, Chairman. 

Atteft. Fumes Pettigrew, Secretary. 

Friends and Fellow Citimens of Northampton 
“ 










e . 

THE equehehiiem of this county in the 
late Convention of thie ftate; think it their 
duty, as fervants of the publick, to lay be- 
fore you, their conftituents, the refult of 
their deliberations upon the new Conftitution 
for the United’ Staves, fubmitted to their 
confideration by a refolve of the legiflature 
for calling a ftate Convention. 

The debates at barge we have reafon to ex- 

& wiil be publithed, wherein thofe, whofe 
inclination may lead thew: to It, will find a 
detail of all the arguments made ufe of ei- 
ther for or againft the adoption of the Con- 
fritution. Our intention, therefore, is not 
toenter fully into an inveftigation of the 
Gomponent perts of it, but only to inform 
our conttituents that it.has been carefully ex- 
amined in all its parts; that every obje@ion 
that conld be offered to it has been heard 
and artended to; and that upon mature de- 
liberation, two thirds of the whole number 
of deputies from the city and counties of this 
ftiate have, in the mame and by the authority 
of the people of this ftate, fully ratified it, 
ppon the moft clear conviction : 

uf, That the tate of America required a 
concentration and union of che powers of go- 
vernment for all general ‘purpofes of the U- 
nited States. 

adly, That the conftitution propofed by 
the late convention of the United States, 
held at Philadelphia, was the beft form thac 
could be devifed and agreed upon. 

gdly, That fuch a conftitution will enable 
the reprefentatives of the different ftates in 
the union to reffore the commerce of al! the 
ftates in general, and this in particular, to 

its former profperity. 

athly, That by adiminution of taxes up- 
en real eftates, agriculture may be encourag- 
ed, and the prices of lands, which have of 
Vate greatly declined, will be encreated to 
their former value. 

sthly, That by impofing duties on foreign 
luxuries, not only arts and manufactures 
will be encouraged in our own country ; but 
the publick creditors of this ftate and the U- 
nited States will be rendered fecure in their 
demands, without any preceptible burthen on 
the people. 

6thty, That all difpotes which might o- 
therwife arife, concerning territory or jurif- 
diction, between neighbouring ftates, will be 
settled in the ordinary mode of ai ftributing 
juice, without war or blpgcihes, 


‘qthly; That the fuppert of goveramem 
will be lefs expenfive than under the prefeng 
ones of the nent ftates, ' 

thly, -That all partial laws of partie 
cular flate for the defeating cones be 
tween ies, or rendering the ¢ ( 
therewith ori one part eafier than wat origins 
ally intended, and fraudulent to the other 
party, effectually provided again, bye 
prohibition of paper money and ténder laws, 
othly, That peace, liberty and fafery, the 
great objects for which the late Uniced Co 
lonies, now free independent ftates, expends 
ed fornuch blood atid treafure, ¢an only be 
fecured by fuch an union of interefts as thie 
Conftitution:has provided for. 

In full confidence that our unani 
conviction and concurrence in favour of 
Conftitution will meet the entiré approba. 
tion of our conftitaents, the freemen and cl. 
tisens of this county, we have the honour t¢ 
fubfcribe ourfelves, Their devoted fervants, | 
He" , JORN: ARNDT, 

STEPHEN BALLIOTy 
JOS. HORSEFLELD, 
: AVID DESHLER, 
Eafien, December 20, 1787. 
BOS TON, January 17, 

Weare informed, by a vefiel arrived a§ 
Capeann, after a thort paffage from Geor 
that, that State have ratified theColiftitution 

Died, att ‘Thurfday forenoon, greatly la 

mented, Dr. Samuel Adams, aged 37, only 
fan ot the Hon. Samuel Adams, Efq. 

latt Friday, Benjamin Lincoln, jun. Efg; Ate 
torney, aged 29, fon of General Lincoln. 


WOoORG ES T £E R. 

The State convention now fitting in our 
metropolis, meet at the Rev. Mr. Bellenap’s 
Meetinghoufe in Long lane, and we are told 
it will be a Jong time before they get through 
with their deliberations. 

On Thurfday Jatt in the forenoon a Barn 
in this town belonging to Mr. Abel Hey. 
ward, was confumed by fire. An extraor- 
dinary circumftance attending this event 
was, that the fire was communicated to the 
bara by the {parks from the chimney of a 
biack{mith’s hop at the diftance of or 
ten rods. ©. a a4 

We learn that very great damage has been 
done to trees of all kinds by the rain on Sa- 
turday might laft, which freezing on the 
limbs as foon as it lodged on them, fo 
overloaded them with ice, as occafiened them 
to break off ; and the woods and orchards 
foran hundred miles round, we are told aps 
pear deprived of their branches, which lay 
in heaps on the ground, as if piled there by 
the hands of the pruner. A large number 
of apple and peach trees are entirely ruined. 
Even the mott ftately elms and oaks are in 
fome inftances fplit, and main as well as 
{maller branches, broken off. , 

the The pichy4 to Mr. Lee's : oa 
ary ofipened for want of room; as mu 
aljoa ote goed a Warcteen receiwed laft 
week, alfo tbe Worcefter Speculator, and fundry 
other matters intended for this week. ; 

DiED.]—At Weftoorough, much lamente 
ed, Dottor Jofialt Brigham, aged 29. 
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DELEGATES te the STATE CONVENTION, sous Mtiag at BOSTON, raturnel 


County of SUFFOLK. 
Botton, iffesceliency John 
Hancock, Efq; His Ex- 
cellency James Bowdoin, 
Ef ‘on. Samuel Adams, 
William Phillips, and Ca- 
feb Davis, E (quires, Charles 
arvis, Jobn Coffin Jones. 
éhn Winthrop, and Tho- 
mas Dawes, jun. Efquires, 
Rev. Samuel Stillman, 
Thomas Ruffell and Chrif- 
topher Gore, Ef vires. 
Roxbury, Hon. » Heath, 
Hon. Incre.Sumner, Efgrs. 
sg verre,” gs Bowdoin, 
jun. and Eb. Wales, Efgrs. 
i!tton, Rev. Nats Robbins. 
Weymou, Hon.C. Tufts, Efq. 
Hingham, Hon. Benja. Lin- 
eas, Efq; Rev. D. Shute. 
Braintree, Hon. R. Cranch, 
Efg; Rev. Ang Wibert. 
Brookline, Rev. Jol. Jackfon. 
Dedham, Rev. Tho. Thach- 
er, Fither Ames, Efq. 
Needham, Col. W.M"Intohh. 
‘Medfield, Capt. J. Baxter,jan. 
Stoughton, Hon. E. Dunbar, 
* Efq; Capt. J. Southworth. 
Wrentham, Mr. Tho.Mana, 
Mr. Nathan Comftock. 
Walpole, Mr.George Payfon. 
Sharon, Mr. Benj. Ran all. 
Franklin, Mon. ].Fihher,Efg. 
Medway, Mr. M. Richard- 
fon, jun. 
Bellingham, Rev. N. Alden. 
Chelfea,Rev.PhillipsPayfon. 
Foxborough, Mr. Ebenezer 
Warrene 33 





County of Essex. 

Salem, Rich. Manning, Ed. 
Pulling, Efqrs. Mr, Wm. 
Gray, jun. N rT. Fr. Cabot. 
Danvers, Hon. Sam. Holten, 
Hon. 1. Hutchinfon, Efgrs. 
Newbury, Hon. Tr. Dalton, 
E.Sawyer, E.March, Efqrs. 
Newburyport, Hon. Rufus 
King, Hon. Benj. Green- 
leaf, Theo. Parfonz, Hon. 
Jonathan Titcomb, Efqrs. 
Beverly, Hon. G.Cabot, Ef; 
Mr. Jofeph Wood, Capt. 

Ifrae! Thorndike. | 
Ipfwich, Hon. Michael Far- 
ley, J. Choate,Dan.Noyes, 
Efgrs. Col, Jona.Cogfwell. 
Marbiehead, Ifaac Mansfield, 
— Glover, Hon. Azor 
rne, John Glover, Efars. 
Glouceiter, D. Rogers, J.Low, 
Eiqvs. Capt. W. Pesrions. 
bynn and Lynnfield, | ,Carnes 
Efq; Capt. John Burnham. 
Andover, Capt PeterOfgood, 
jun. Dr. Tho. Kittridge, 

M;:. Wm. Symmes, jun, 
Rowley, Capt. Tho. Mighill. 
Haverhill, Bailey Bartlett, 
Efq; Capt. Nat. Marth. 


previous to the 1 5th inflant. 
Salifbury, Dr. Samuel Nye, 
Almfury, Gaye, Benjy Laue 
m u a te n . - 
vey, Ms. Willis Partena 
Boxford, Hon. A. Wood, Bf; 
Bradford, D. Therfton, Efq; 
Methuen, Capt. E. Caritan. 
Wenham, Mr » Jacob Her. 
rick. [44 


County of Mippt eaax. 
Cambridge, Hon.FrancisDa- 
na, Stephen Dana, Efgrs. 
Charleftown, Hon. Nathaniel 
Gorham, Efc; 
Watertown, Dr. M. Spring. 
Woburn, Capt. Tim. Wina, 
Mr. James Fowle, jun. 
Concord, Hon. J.-Hofmer,E fq 
Newtown, Hon.A.Fuller, Efq 
Reading, Mr. William Flint, 
Mr. Peter Emerfon. 
Marlborough, Mr. Jonas 
Morfe, Ms). Ben. Sawin. 
Billerica, W. Thompfon,E {q; 
Framingham, Capt. Lawfon 
Buckminfter. 
Lexington, Ben. Brown, Efq; 
Chelmsford <* J- Minot. 
Sherburne, D. Whitne » Efq; 
Sudbury, Capt. A. Whitney. 
Malden, Capt. Benj. Blancy. 
Wefton, Ca t. Abra. Bigiow. 
Medford, Maj. Gen. Brooks. 
Hopkinton, Ca t. G. Dench. 
Weftford, Mr. Fem. Keep. 
Stow, Dr. ChariesWhitman. 
Groton, Dr. Benj.Morfe, Jof. 
Sheple, Efq; 
Shirley, Mr. Oba. Sawtell, 
Pepperell, Mr. Dan. Fitk. 
Waltham, Leo. Williams, Efq 
Townfend, Capt. D. Adams. 
Dracut, Hon. Joieph Bradley 
Varnum, Eig; 
Bedford, Capt. fohn Webber. 
Hollifton, Capt. Sta. Cham- 
berlain. 
Aéton and Carlifie, Mr. Afa 
Parlin. 
Dunftable, Hon. J. Pitts, Ef; 
Lincoln, Hon.E. rooks,E{q; 
Wilmington, Capt. J. Harn- 


den. 
Tewkhu , Mr. N. Scarlet. 
Littleton, Mr. Sam. Reed. 
Afhby, Mr. Benj. Adams. 
Natick, Maj. Hez. Broad. 
Stoneham, Capt. Jon.Green. 
Eaftfudbury, Mr. Phineas 

Gleafon. [43 





County of HAMPSHIRE. 
ary it W.Pynchchon, Efq; 
ettipringtield, Col. Benja. 
Ely, ne ag hay Willifton. 
Wilbraham,Capt.P.Stebbins 
Northampton and Eafthamp- 
ton, Hon. Caleb Strong, 
Eiy; Mr. Benja. Sheldon. 
Southampton, Capt. Lemuel 
Pomeroy. 
Hadley, Gen. Elifha Porter. 





Topsteld, Mr. Iiracl Clark, 


| 


Soutbhadiey, Hoa, Noah 


Geodman, Ef; 
Amherit, Mr. Dan. Cooley. 


Lory M:. Ben. Eaftman 
> 


A la Hon. J. Hafings, 
 Ig5 
Whately, Mr. Jofiah Allis. 
Williamfburg, Mr. William 
Wendelaj hn Ingerfol,E 

e d, John Ingerfol, 

Mr. Joka Phelps. he 
Déertield, Mr. Samuel Field. 
Greenfield, Mr. M. Bafcom. 
Shelburac,Mr.Robt.Wiifom 
Conway,Capt.ConfiderAmos 
Mr. Malachi Maynard. 
Sunderland, Capt.Z.Crocker 
Monta uejMr. Severance. 
Northfield, Mr. Eb. James. 
Brimfield, A. Morgan, Eq; 
Southbrimfield, Capt. A. Fide 
Monfon, Mr. Phin. Merrick. 
Pelham, Mr. Adam Clark. 
Greenwich, Capt. N. Whit- 


comb. 
Blanford, Mr. Tim. Blair. 
Palmer, Mr.Aaron Merrick. 
Granville, Mr. John Hamil- 
ton, Mr, Clark Cooley. 
Newfalem, Mr. John Cham- 
beriain. 
Belchertown, Mr. J. Dwight 
Colrainy Mr. Sam. Eddy. 
Ware, Mr. Ifaac Pepper. 
Warwick and Orange, Capt: 
Jehn Goldbury. 
Bernardftor, Capt. A. Wells. 
Chefter, Capt. Dav.Shepard. 
Charlemont, Mr. Jeife Reed. 
Athfieid, Mr. Eph. Williams. 
Worthington, N.Eager, Efqy 
Shutefbury, Mr. Afa Powers. 
Chefterficid,Col.Ben.Bonney 
Southwick, Capt. S. Fowler. 
Norwich, Maj. T.J.Douglas. 
Ludlow, Mr. John array 
Leverett, Mr. fona.Hubbard. 
Wefthampton, Mr.A.Fither. 
Cummington and Plainfield, 

Mr. Edmond Lazell. 
Buckland, Capt. T.Maxwell, 
Longmeadow, Mr. Elihu 

Colton. [s3 





County of Prymourta. 
Plymouth, Jothua Thomas, 
Efg; Mr. ‘Tho. Davis, Mr. 
ohn Davis. 
Scituate, Hon.Wm.Cufhing, 
Hon.NathanCufhing, Hoa. 
Charies Turner, Eigrs. 


Marhhfield, Rev.Wm. Shaw, 


Bridgwater, Daniel Howard, 
Eiq; Mr. Heack. Hooper, 
Capt. Elitha Mitchell,Mr. 
Daniel Howard, jun. 

Middleborough Rev. Ifaac 
Backus, r.Ben. Thomas 
Ifaac Thompfon, Efg, 

Rochefter, Mr. Nath. Ham; 
mond, Mr, Abr. Holmes, 





Plympton, Capt. F. Shurt~ 


| Pembroke, Capt. John’l urn. 


er, Mr. Johah Jmith, 
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te ee ee 


“King fton, W.Sever, jun. Efq; 


Hanover, Hon. Jof.Cuhhing, 
fi . 


E 

Abingron Rev. Sam. Niles. 

Halifax, Mr. F. Waterman. 

Wareham, Col. Ifrae) Fear- 
ing. [25° 


Coutity of BARNSTABLE. 


Barnfabic, Nymphas Marf.. 


ton, S. Bourn, Efgrs. — 
arg Dr. Tho. Smith, 
Mr. Thomas Nye. 
4ytebouth, Dada Phatcher, 
Eig; Ca Vy Howes. 
Harwich, i ; -So].Freeman, 
Efg; Capt. Kimball Clark. 
Weilfieet. Rev. Levi Whitman 
Falmduth, Capt. Jofeph Pal- 
’ mer. [10 
_— 
County of Baistor. 
Taucton, James Williams, 
Efq; Col. Nat. Leonard, 
Mr, Aaron Ure 
Rehoboth, Capt.Phapuel Bi- 
fhop, Maj. Fred, Drown, 
‘Wm. Wintdr, E 
Swanzey, Mr. chit . Ma- 
fon, Mr. David Brown. 
Dartmouth, Hon.HulderSlo- 
cum, Efq; Mr. Melatiah 
Hathway. 
Wortdn; Hon. Ab. White, Ef; 
Attleborough, Hon. E. May, 
Efg; Capt. M. Willmarth. 
Dighton, Col. SilvefterRich- 
mond, Hon. Wiilllam Bay- 
Kes, Efy; 
Freetown, Hon. Tho.Darfee, 
E{y; Mr. Richard Bordon. 
Raynham, If. Wathburn, Ef; 
Eafton, Capt. Eben. Tifteli. 
Mansfield, Capt. John Pratt. 
Berkley, Samue) Tobey, Efq; 
Weepenferd, Woes Ware 
er, Efg; Rev. Sam. Weft. 
Weltport, Mr. William Al- 
my. - [es 


County of Yore- 
York, Capt. E. Preble, Nat. 
Barrell, Efq; 
Kittery, Mr. Mark Adams, 
Mr. he Neal. 
Wells, Rev.Dr.M.Hemmen- 
way, Hon. Nat. Wells, Efg; 
Berwick, Capt.Elijah Hayes, 
Dr. Nat. Low, Mr. Rich. 
P Foxwell ened Th 
pereiiborough, ormas 
Riu, Efg; 
Lebanon, Mr. Thomas M. 
Wentworth. 
Sanford, Maj. Sam. Nafon. 
Buxton, J. Bradbury, Efq; 
Fryeburg, Mr. Mofes Ames. 
Cozhall, Capt. John Low. 
Shapleigh, Mr. Jere. Emery. 
'W aterborough, Rev.Peletiah 
Tingley. [17 


Count; of Dun EscounTy. 
Edgartown, Mr. W.Mayhew. 


q 





Tifbury, Mr.Cornelius Dan- 
ham. {2 
County of Woxct TER. 

Worcche, Sams Curtis, Efq;. 
‘Mr. David Biglow, 

ate Hon. J. Sprague, 


Efq; 
ae EdwardThompfon, 


Efa; . 
Brookfield, Mr. James Nieli- 

ols, Mr. Daniel Forbés, 

N. Jenks. : 
Oxford, Cr Jere. Learned, 
Charlton, Mr. Caleb Curtis, 

Mr. Ezra M’Intier. — 
Sutton, Mr. David Harwood, 


Hon. AmosSin 
Leicefter, Col. Pa eg 
Spencer, Mr. }. Hathaway. 
Rutland, Mr. A. Sherman.. 
Paxton, Mr. Abr. Smith. 


Oakham, rg Rg da 


Barre, Capt, Join Black. 
Hubbardfton,Capt, J. Wovds. 
Newbraititree,’ Capt. Benia. 


oflya. 
Soheh borough; Captain Seth 
Newton. Cais, dead 
ugoy, t. stephen 
Ma ard i : 
Northborough, Mr. Artemas 
Brigham. 
rington. 
Lunenburg, Capt. J. Fuller. 
Ficchbarg, Mr.Dan.Putnam. 
Uxbridge, Dr. Sam. Willard. 
Harvard, Joi. Whitney, Efq; 
Dudley, Mr. Jona. Day. - 
Bolton, Hon. S. Baker, Efq; 
Upton, Capt-The.M Baker. 
Sturbridge, Capt. T. Parker. 
Leominticr, Maj. D. Wilder. 
Mardwick, Maj. M.Kinfley. 
iloldea, Rev. Jofeph Davis. 
Peo” ton) fat. Aaa a 
ouglas, Hon.}.Taylor, 
Grafton, Dr. fotos Wood? 
Peterfham, Jona.Grout,Efq; 
Mr. Samuel Peckham. 
Royalton, John Frye, Efq; 
Weftminfter, Mr. S. Holden. 
Templeton,Capt. J.Fletcher. 
Princeton, Mr. Tim. Faller. 
Athburnham,Mr. Js Willard. 
Winchendon, Mr.Mof.Hale. 
Northbridge, Capt. J.Wood. 
Ward, Mr. Jofeph Stone. 
Athol, Mr. foGah Goddard. 
Milford, Mr. David Stearns. 
Sterling, Capt. Eph. Wilder. 
Boyliton, Mr. JonasT = 
a 5? 


County of CUMBERLAND. 
Falmouth, Dan. Ifley, John 
K, Smith, Efquires. 
Portland,Mr. JohnFox,Capt. 
Jofeph M'Leltan. 
Northyarmourh, Dav. Mitch- 
ell, Sam. Merrill, Efqrs. 
Scarborough, Wm. Dhomp- 
fan, Eig; 


Biunfivilé; Capt. J Dus 


ft. 
am, Mr. Stephen Long’ 
feliow, jun. , 


Ong. Rev.Sam.Perley [1g 


Con LInceOcn. - 
Pewnaleosagh, Tho. Ri 


Efg; Mr. David ylvefter. 
oust : Mr. athanid 


™aa. 


‘Neweattie, Capt. Dav, Mup 
Fay. tie 
Woowich, Mr. Dav. Cit 


» fore. 
T tham, Hon, §, Thomp 
Pea or.ah Crofip 
ty am, Mr. Za 

_ Beal. 
Boothbay, Wm. MCobb, ER 
Briftcl ones, Pf; 
Vattalboto » Capt, Samad 

Tant * 

Edgcamb, Mofes Davis; E 
Halloweli, Capt. James C 
Thomaftown, D. Pales, 
1 Bath, Dummer Sewell, 
| Winthrop, Mr. Joth. “ 


— 


of BerxsHint, 
Sheffiel i 


and Mountw 
ton, John Afbley, jun. 
Greatbarrington, Hon. Bij 
Dwight, Bigg 
Stockbridge, Hon, Ty, Sedge 
Pintelcld, Cape. David Bod 
ittsfield, Capt. David Bu 
Mr. Valentine Rathbun. 
Richmond, Mr, Cométock 


ts. » , 
Lenox, Mr. Lemuel Collins. 
Laneiborough, Hon. Jona 

Smith, Ely: 
Williamftown, Hon. Thomp- 
fon J. Skinner, Ef 
Adams, Capt. is. 1erces 
Egremont, Eph. Fitch, Eig 
Becket,Mr.ElifhaCarpenters | 
Sa me Maj. Thos | 
uhk. 

Alford, Mr. John Hurlbert. 
Newmarlborough, Capt, D. 
Taylor. : 
Tyringham, Capt. Ezekiel 

errick. 
Loudon, Mr. JothuaLawtod. 
Windfor, Mr. Tim. M 
Partridgefield, Eben. Pierce, 


Efq; 
Manceck, Mr. Day. Vaughe 
an. 
Lee, Capt. Jefie Bradley. 
Wilkiontad Mr. Z. Noble. 
Sandisfield, My. tohatiaite 
jun. [23] {Total 368.] 
Ph is juppofed there have 
eon returns made finee tut dase 


gf the foregoing. 








